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this a brand plucked out of the fire?" Bickersteth wrote a
memoir of him, with every particular of his last days and hours,
which occupies more than fifty columns of the Missionary Register,
in three successive numbers, his portrait being given too.:;:
Nothing of this kind is ever published at the present day. We
do not keep diaries of the utterances of a sick-bed; but this old
narrative cannot be read without emotion, and ono realises
something of the thankfulness and joy with which friends all over
the country read it then.

A very different career shows how God blessed the Susoo
Mission in quite unlooked-for fashion. In 1812, Biitscher had
brotight to England a boy who had been baptized by the name of
Eichard "Wilkinson. This boy, on the eve of returning to Africa,
after residing a few months with Thomas Scott, was affectionately
addressed by the Committee and commended in prayer to God.
He did not, however, turn out well, and Bickersteth found him a
hindrance. The abandonment of the Mission led to his being lost
sight of; and for more than forty years nothing more was done
for the Rio Pongas. In 1854, a new Mission was started there by
an Association in the West Indies ; and when the first missionary,
Mr. Leacock, arrived, he was welcomed by a native chief, who, to
his astonishment, proceeded to repeat the TQ Deum. This was
Bichard Wilkinson. For some years he had relapsed into
heathenism, but in 1885, being ill, ho turned again to tho Lord,
and from that time, for nearly twenty years, he prayed that a
missionary might once more come and loach his people. He
proved a steadfast Mend to the new Mission, and died, grateful
and happy, in 1861. The Eio Pongas Mission is still carried on
by the Barbadoes Association, and is now affiliated to tho S.P.G.
" Cast thy bread upon tho waters : for thou shall find it after
many days."

But to resume. Though Bickersteth did not contemplate
abandoning the Pongas, ho came back to England full of tho
possibilities of Sierra Leone. The recaptured slaves, in thousands,
from many tribes and nations, and of many languages, were buing
clothed and provided for by the Government. But Christian
teaching and influence were sorely needed ; and what an opening
was thus presented for raising up, if the converting grace of the
Holy Ghost wore vouchsafed, Native Christians who should
themselves in after years carry tho Gospel to tho interior, it might
be to the very countries from which thoy had boon stolon I This
was the grand work to which tho Church Missionary Society now
girded itself.

While Bickersteth was laying his plans for the due occupation
of Sierra Leone before the Society, Sir Charles McCarthy, the
Governor, was sending corresponding plans home to the Secretary
for the Colonies. The Committee and Earl Bathurst accordingly
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